
YES on H
Democracy Money Can’t Buy!

“The reform that makes all other reforms possible” – Bill Moyers

“We need to end the modern-day poll
tax. Restoring our elections so that votes count
more than money advances civil rights, pro-
tects voting rights and assures
diversity. Measure H will strengthen the
democratic process by allowing qualified
Berkeley residents to run for office, without
having enormous personal wealth or access to
wealthy friends.”

—Paul Turner, The Greenlining Institute,
Claiming Our Democracy Program
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Measure H will Increase the Diversity of Candidates 
Our current mayor spent $236,000 to win election, while the average winning city
council campaign costs $35,000. Without public financing, only wealthy candi-
dates, or those with connections to big donors, can run.

Measure H will Level the Playing Field
All candidates will run with the same amount of money, ensuring that elections
are based on candidates’ ideas, experience and community support, not their abili-
ties as fundraisers.

Measure H Will Make Elected Officials Responsive
When campaigns are paid for by the voters—instead of special interests—office-
holders are responsive to the voters, not beholden to special interests.

Measure H is Proven, Tested and Sound
Similar reforms in Maine and Arizona have lead to a three-fold increase in minor-
ity candidates, a 25% increase in women candidates, and more contested
elections. Maine even became the first state in the country to adopt Universal
Healthcare as a consequence.

Measure H is Fiscally Responsible
Measure H will not increase taxes or cut programs. It allows the City Council the
flexibility to implement Public Financing of Elections only when funds become
available.

Help Make History in Berkeley!
By passing Measure H in Berkeley, we help state and national reform efforts!
Public financing does cost money (about $5 per voter), but better our money than
the legalized bribery that corrupts our democracy on all levels.

On November 2nd the Citizens of Berkeley will have the opportunity
to become the first municipality in the United States to adopt full
public financing of local elections. All candidates who receive an
achievable level of small contributions qualify for equal and
adequate campaign financing – and can receive no outside money.

Who supports Measure H?

“The Sierra Club has long been concerned about the influ-
ence of money on
elections. The genuine need of
candidates to get the word out
about themselves costs
money. Because they need to
raise money from big donors,
their stands on issues can
become muted or distorted. We
can get rid of the need to
please major donors by
adopting Public Financing
of Elections, which has been used successfully in
Maine and Arizona.”

—Kitty McLean, Sierra Club 

“The presidential candidates
will spend more than $1 bil-
lion on this election—the
most expensive election in
U.S. history. Campaign
spending is out of control. By
passing Measure H, Berkeley
voters can lead the way to
the state and national reform
we need.”
—Tom Bates, Berkeley Mayor

Measure H is a much needed
step in the struggle for fairer
elections and better govern-
ment both locally and national-
ly.  The experience of Public
Financing in Maine and
Arizona shows that when elect-
ed officials are responsible to
their voters, not their donors,
everyone gains.
—Congresswoman Barbara Lee 

Find out more, volunteer, and contribute at
www.berkfair.org and download and distribute this ad

from www.millerngo.com/ads


